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that to walk under a | 


Have you ever knocked on wood, 
crossed your fingers, rubbed a lucky — to 
rabbit’s foot or a coin? If you have, 
you are superstitious. Many liee“m 
continual fear of breaking urror was a precarious undestalis + A 
and bringing upon ther might meety : 
year’s bad luck. The 
people are guided b 
unreasoning fears. 


Irrational \ 
sp ieee tp 


Orici © Wood hi 
IED Se ie, i~<, hers reel t as bad luck. 
Su yUItION 1s Aira 
ms fally in religious matfers In primitiv¢ society the cat was u 
Most suferstition in one way or|an by the magigians in rainmaking ci 


in 


G 
monies, hefice good forty 
brought by/the cat. Lateyy é bl 


te i tches ¢ 
nae be bad lt 


aot 
Ve ers are thought te 


ons come from| 317, 12, 13,\63.\470. 13 was the num 
The horse- 


9S hung up as 


offer deals with or has its origi 
religion. 
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look upon an unbaptized baby, 
ngs bad luck. The same thing could 
true of an unchurched mother : it 
ld result in bad luck to let her 
ne into your home, or to visit her. 


n the March 7, 1960, Daily Ex- 
ss, an article told how the parents 
aine children were having a mass 
ytism, so that their luck would 
nge. “It is an old North Country 
erstition that bad luck hits a fam- 
if any of its children are not bap- 
id... ‘We hope we will make it to 
font with them this tume. My luck 
got to change’.”’ How sad when a 
-giving, regenerating Sacrament is 
de into a superstitious rite. 


> Devil’s Joy 

dow pleased Satan is when we 
stin a rabbit’s foot, rather than in 
d. How he must laugh every time 
/hristian refuses to cross the path of 
lack cat. No matter how we try to 
.onalize our superstitions, we are 
ping to perpetuate early occult 
ctices. 
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yuperstition is idolatry. Christians 
st God, not a lucky charm, to help 


them. We believe God protects us 
from evil, not a horseshoe. When the 
Israelites were fighting against the 
Philistines, they brought the ark into 
battle as a lucky charm. They were 
utterly defeated ; the ark was captured 
and thirty-thousand killed. God 
wanted the people to trust in Him. 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in Him; and He shall bring it to 
pass,” Psalm 37 :5. 


Trust in God 


With the Christians, there is no 
such thing as good luck or bad luck. 
In the life of God’s children, nothing 
happens by chance or fate. Some 
years ago the song What Will Be, 
Will Be was in the hit parade. Such a 
fatalistic attitude towards life is not 
pleasing to our Gracious Preserver. 
He wants us to trust Him for all 
things. 


Our lives have been mapped out by 
God, already in eternity. He is al- 
ways in control of every situation, 
working everything to our eternal 
good. Not even a hair falls from our 
head without His direction. With 
David we say, “My times are in Thy 
hand”. 


THE TRIAL OF THE FOX-BISHOP 


See Front Cover 


THE SUMMONS 


jull monastic robes and 
ring a mitre, the Fox- 
op, a newly removed 
ice wrapped around his 
oral staff, is sum- 
sed. 
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THE HEARING 


Arrested, despoiled of his 
robes of office, handcuffed, 
the case is heard before a 
jury of geese. 


THE SENTENCE 


The mitre suspended on 
the wall, the sentence is 
pronounced by an ape arm- 
ed with a mace. 


THE EXECUTION 


The Fox-Bishop is hanged 
on a rude gallows, geese 
pulling the rope, dogs 
below barking in triumph. 


THREE 


Vhe Word Shall Stand 


Baptizing Them 


I should like to remind you that 
you promised last time that we could 
now discuss both Baptism and Holy 
Communion in greater detail. 


I remember. Let’s begin with Bap- 
tism today. 


What do the words “baptize” and 
“baptism” really mean? 

In Mark 7:14, Luke 11 :38, and 
Heb. 9 :10 they are used simply in the 
meaning of “wash” or “washing”. 
which you have in these passages are 
translations of the Greek “baptize” 
“baptismos”, (from which, obviously, 
our English “baptize” comes). Other- 
wise they generally refer to what is 
today called baptizing or baptism in 
the Christian Church. 


A friend of mine claims that only 
when a person has been completely 
immersed in water can he be said to 
be baptized. 

That claim is sometimes made, but 
it cannot be substantiated from the 
Scriptures. I have just mentioned 
some passages from the New Testa- 
ment. It is extremely unlikely that in 
the first two the word wash (baptize) 
means anything but what we usually 
mean with the word; and as for Heb. 
9:10,the Old Testament Jewish wash- 
ings or cleansing rites (baptisms) that 
are here referred to did not involve 
any immersions in water. 

John the Baptist once said some- 
thing about Jesus’ baptizing “with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire”. Does 
the use of the word “baptize” in this 
case have any bearing on this matter? 


FOUR 


Yes, certainly. The words you ai 
thinking of are found in Matt. 3:1 
John here speaks of the one wh 
would come after him and baptiz 
not with water, but with the Ho! 
Ghost and with fire. He was, of cours 
referring to what happened at Pent 
cost (Whit Sunday), fifty days aft 
the Resurrection. On this occasi¢ 
“there appeared to them (the di 
ciples) tongues like flames of fire, di 
persed among them and resting ¢ 
each one” (Acts 2:3 NEB). There 
no suggestion here that there was ar 
immersion in fire, only that 
tongues of fire “‘sat” or “rested” upe 
the disciples. Yet it is called a bag 
tism with fire. F 

Baptizing with water is simply 
applying of water, whether it be 
washing, pouring, sprinkling, or 
mersing. i 


What is it that makes the applyin 
of water a baptism in the Christii 


sense? | 


The water must be used in t! 
knowledge and with the convicti 
that Christ has specifically command» 
Baptism and it must be applied in t’ 
name of the Father and the Son a’ 
the Holy Ghost. 


What exactly does it mean to 
that a person is baptized in the n 
of the Father and the Son and t 
Holy Ghost? 


When a person is baptized in t 
name of the Father and the Son a 
the Holy Ghost, God declares there 
that such a person is cleansed of | 
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; through the blood of Jesus Christ 
‘Lis His (God’s) child. In Baptism 
d actually offers and gives to the 
: who is baptized the full forgive- 
's of all his sins and all that goes 
h this forgiveness. In other words, 
baptized person is brought into 
amunion with the Triune God and 
9d accepts him as His child. God 
fers into a blessed covenant, or 
eement, with him — but we shall 
ae back to this later. 


' should like to ask a question or 
» here about the baptism of little 
dren. Why do Lutherans baptize 
dren? 


f you were to ask for an answer to 
Ss question in one sentence, it would 
§ this: We baptize infants because 

y are sinners and need baptism 
ich is for ahe remission of sins 
sts 2 :38). 


Do you mean to say that little 
dren are by birth real sinners and 
er God’s condemnation? 


ft is not a matter of what I might 
or think. Tama human being too, 
#1, according to my flesh, full of 
‘sumption over against the all- 
owing God. The question is, what 
»s God see in us and tell us about 
Hrselves? He tells us (John 3 :6): 
hat which is born of the flesh is 
th”. Have a look also at passages 
# Psalm 51:2 and Psalm 14:2, 3. 
all the statements which Holy 
}ipture makes about the sin and 
ruption and condemnation of the 
man race before God — and there 
, I suppose, hundreds of them — 
Idren are not once in any way 
atsoever excepted. Little children 
} born of sinful parents. ‘They are 
dmers by birth and inclined to all 
}nner of evil. They are spiritually 
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dead and enemies of God. This is 
what we mean by original sin, And we 
know only too well that this original 
inherited sin soon begins to make its 
presence felt in the lives of our little 
children by actual sins of thought and 
word and deed. 

Sin always merits God’s wrath and 
judgments; and so every man, woman, 
and child in the world must confess 
with St. Paul: “In my natural condi- 
tion I, like the rest, lay under the 
dreadful judgment of God.” (Eph. 
2:3 NEB) That is why also little child- 
ren need baptism, which is the “wash- 
ing of regeneration” (Titus 3) and for 
the forgiveness of sin, 

Why is the story of Jesus’ blessing 
of the little children read during our 
Baptism service? 


It is to remind us that Jesus wants 
the little children brought to Him, 
their Saviour. In Baptism we bring 
them to Him and he bestows upon 
them all the gifts of His grace which 
He has won for them, too, by His holy 
life and His innocent suffering and 
death on the cross: forgiveness of 
their sin, life, and salvation. 

But can little children have faith, 
or believe? 


No less an authority than the all- 
knowing Son of God himself says they 
can (Matt. 18:6, J. B. Phillips): “If 
anyone leads astray one of these little 
children who believe in me he would 
be better off thrown into the depths of 
the sea with a mill-stone hung round 
his neck !” 

LT have one more question about the 
baptism of little children. 


I’m afraid that will have to wait till 
next time, 
W, P. BorGas 
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Lutheran Women's League Retreat 


WEEKEND TOGETHER 

The “away from it all” spirit 
started right from the beginning when 
those who boarded the coach in 
London for the 100-mile trip up the 
M1, Britain’s first motorway. The 
feeling of sisterly affection and friend- 
liness lasted through the whole week- 
end we spent together at Hothorpe 
Hall for our first retreat. 


Many of the 65 women who came 
from all over Britain were mothers 
who had left their young children in 
the care of patient husbands or of 
grandmas and aunties. At Hothorpe 
they enjoyed relaxation and freedom 
from chores but, above all, a Christian 
fellowship that was good to exper- 


ience. . 


Hothorpe Hall is a lovely old house 
standing in its own 17 acres, complete 


“A weekend rich in blessing”, Mrs. G 


with all one needs for a retreat, eve 
its own dear little chapel. Here y 
thanked God for His blessings; he 
we prayed and sang together. Her 
and around the campfire, was tl 
finest women’s choir I have hear 
Our hearts were full of song, son 
of praise, and, around the fire, son 
our youth had sung at their conve! 
tion the weekend before. 

I wonder what our hearts were sa’ 
ing when in the devotions Past 
Winger read the beautiful passages ¢ 
“love” from First Corinthians 13 ar 
we closed our devotion with “Abie 
With Me”. “Abounding in Works 


Love”, LWL theme for the year, wi 
the Bible discussion topic on Sundé 
morning: six women led a 
groups, conversation was eager, a 
questions were answered with liv 


*“‘We are Christian Women” 


A woman's world is built on human 
relationships and emotions much 
more than that of men, | think. | 
wonder if you would agree with this? 
When you present a problem or a 
situation to a man and ask his help or 
advice, doesn’t he more often lay be- 
fore you the possibilities of choice, 
the logical thing to do in the situation, 
the principles involved (and it’s jolly 
good that he does all this)! But if you 
ask a woman, she will probably try to 
help you from her own experience, 
and this experience — something that 
may beavery personal thing—she may 
possibly share with you much easier 
than a man could his. | guess we're 
just made this way. And | guess we're 
probably made this way for a purpose. 


SIX 


Excerpts from the talk given at the 


It’s this business about women 
ing different “inside”, the way t 
perhaps our sympathy comes m 
quickly and more directly than that | 
men, perhaps our tears do too, o# 
hearts are more easily opened, perso: 
ally, by another person’s grief or the 
call for help. We have an intuitie 
about things often. We can help : 
many people from our own experieny 
and our own hearts, if you will, ju 
because, as | said before, we are mas 
this way. For a purpose. By God, fi 
God. Our strength and ability al 
womanness in these things cory 
from Him, . 

We're not just women, thoug 
We're Christian women; we 
women who are asking that this vee 
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dat, sums up her description of the Retreat held at Hothorpe Hall, 23-24 May. 


is and conviction, At the morning 
§ vice which followed the Bible dis- 
@ssion, the theme of the pastor’s ser- 
on was again “love”, 

At 11.30, out in the warm sunshine, 
'Y all waited for the coach to bring 
Mother group from London, In the 
Wernoon we heard Mrs, Betsy Nagel 
§ Cambridge speak on the unique 

e of the Christian woman, 


We managed to get in a little 
siness, too, It was reported that one 
the projects for 1964 had already 
en completed: £65 had been 
nated through mite-box offerings 
‘the purchase of a new kitchen unit 
i) Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Jpttenham, 

) Goaches and cars left Hothorpe and 
ne together again in front of Cov- 


entry Cathedral. After seeing what 
the bombs had left of the old cathedral 
and gazing with awe at the bright 
colour and bold form of the new, our 
group, now more than 100, gathered 
in the cathedral’s Chapel of Unity for 
our own closing service and to hear 
Pastor Winger’s farewell sermon. 


We Lutheran women in Great 
Britain are grateful for the six years 
that Pastor Winger has served us as 
pastoral advisor. In appreciation we 
presented him with camping equip- 
ment. His guidance and devotion 
helped us through our teething period 
in the LWL and led us to think and 
act as Christ would have taught us. 
We thought of all this as he spoke to 
us in the closing devotion at Coventry. 


It was a weekend rich in blessing. 


Jlagel, wife of Dr. Norman Nagel, Preceptor of Westfield House, Cambridge. 


rsonal “inside” of ourselves may be 
ied in His service. That as we're 
(Pigged into the lives of so many 
(Byer people, not necessarily those 


@ohanages or youth clubs, not 
\Pcessarily those usually thought of as 
i)eedy,” the down-and-outers or the 
/k and the poor, although our hearts 

list be free for these, but we're plug- 
id into so many people just around 
yf Our husband, our children, our 
firents, our neighbours, the little boy 
t door who keeps trampling down 

yar tulips, the lonely woman whowould 
)t love a talk with us over the fence 

yiien she is hanging out the wash, 
vir if people are out of work these 
ys, the government will give them 
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money. If they're sick, the national 
health service will take care of them. 
There are very few people starving to- 
day — except the millions who starve 
in their hearts and in their lives. And 
we as women so often have the way 
into these hearts. And through us, and 
this unique womanness which God has 
given us, we must take Christ into 
these hearts. We may or may not 
quote Scripture and chapter and verse. 
Probably, as women, we'll share our 
own experiences, how our faith saw us 
through, how we got over a similar 
problem or time in our lives, or how, 
if we're not getting over the problem, 
at least we're living with it because 
Christ strengthens us and we live in 
His forgiveness. 


SEVEN 


News from our churches 
LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENES AT HOTHORPE 


nd the lax 
ed the clos# 
e end he d 


internal 
special 
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fter lunch the Victor Graf Shield was 
sented to Arthur Finberg, the repre- 
ative from Sunderland, to mark the 
izress and achievement of that society 
ing the past year. 

‘he closing devotion of the Convention 
led by Pastor Feuerhahn on the sunlit 
ns behind the Hall. 


ISH BISHOP CALLS FOR CLEAR 
ICAL ANSWERS 

dr. Andrzej Wantula, Bishop of the 
mgelical Church of the Augsburg Con- 
on in Poland and Second Vice-Presi- 
t of the Lutheran World Federation, 
‘lenged some thirty Lutheran pastors 
ting in London 8—10 June with the 
istions: “Have we pastors clear-cut, 
ical answers to the questions people are 
ng today? Do we know what we believe 
why? Do we still accept the Bible and 
‘Lutheran Confessions? And are we pre- 
2d to stand behind them?” The War- 
bishop, guest lecturer at the Confer- 
2 of Lutheran Pastors sponsored by the 
eran Free Conference in association 
1 the Lutheran Church — Missouri 
od, pointed to the grave damage in- 
ed upon the churches, also in Eastern 
ope, by the speculative, philosophical 
nlogy, so prevalent in Protestantism, 
ch raises questions but has no answers. 
jaking on the topic, ‘““The Church in a 
wv Society’, the Polish Lutheran leader 
ed that although the Lutheran church 
?oland today no longer had the social 
economic status it once had, it still had 


i 


dich was held at the Lutheran Church 
uhise, Collingham Gardens, London SW5, 
i “The Doctrine of Justification by 
with”. The meeting was one in a series, 
ally held every two years, sponsored by 
i¢) Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod at 
»4 invitation of the Lutheran Free Con- 
nce representing the Lutheran churches 
yifhe United Kingdom. 

yPhe moderator, the Rev. Prof. Walter 
yt Roehrs, Ph.D., D.D., showed in his 
reper, “Justification and the Old Testa- 
it Covenant”, that the doctrine that a 


sinner is saved by faith in Christ, central 
in Lutheran theology, is not a purely New 
Testament conception but was implicit in 
the old covenant which God established 
with His people. Dr. Roehrs is Professor 
of Old Testament at Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. His colleague, 
the Rev. Prof. Robert Preus, B.D., Ph.D., 
Professor of Systematic Theology, spoke on 
“The Doctrine of Justification in Lutheran 
Orthodoxy’. A third paper, “Justification 
and the Lutheran Confessions”, was read 
by the Rev. Prof. Fred Kramer, M.A., 
M.S.T., D.D., Academic Dean of Con- 
cordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois. Dr. 
Frank Sherman, Lutheran tutor at Mans- 
field College, Oxford Reported on “Reac- 
tions to Helsinki’, the Finnish capital 
where the Fourth Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation took place in July, 1963. 


CHURCH AT MOUNT NOD? 

Mount Nod Estate in Coventry was dis- 
cussed in the meeting of the Executive 
Council on Monday, 25 May, at 42 
Museum Street, London, WC1, as a pos- 
sible site for a new ELCE mission. The site 
was recommended by the Rev. Roger 
Winger after weeks of survey on his part of 
Birmingham, Sutton Coldfield, Solihull, 
and Coventry. Mount Nod is a private 
housing estate of some 7000 people, 
situated in that part of Coventry which is 
closest to Birmingham and to the main 
London road. The Rev. R. Feuerhahn is 
continuing the survey in the absence of 
Pastor Winger who has gone to Canada on 
furlough. 


.. And at Sutton or Cheam? 

Also discussed in recent Executive Coun- 
cil meetings is the search for a suitable 
church site in metropolitan Surrey, that is, 
the part of Greater London which lies 
south of the Thames and in the County of 
Surrey. There is probably no surburban 
area in the whole of the country where 
land is so scarce and prices so high. The 
most intensive surveys have so far not 
produced any firm recommendation, but 
the search seems to be narrowing down to 
the Sutton and Cheam districts. The Coun- 
cil, at its meeting on 25 May, asked Mr. 
J. L. B. Cremer, who is just completing his 
training for the ELCE ministry at West- 
field House, Cambridge, to take up resi- 
dence in the Sutton-Cheam district to 
facilitate the finding of a site. 
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Our Churches in the New: 


Weckly Post 
Wednesday, 3 June, 1964 


STOP PRESS 
OVERSEAS PREACHERS 
AT ST. ANDREWS 


Visitors from abroad were the preachers 
at the St. Andrews Lutheran Church in 
South Ruislip on Sunday night. 

They were two lay preachers from abroad 

Professor W. Danker — sometime Luth- 
eran missionary in Japan, and Mr. V. D. 
Pritchai-Pilai, information officer to the 
Malaysia Government, who is in London 
for an international conference of informa- 
tion officers. 


The Kentish Times 
Friday, 12 June, 1964 


“MR. TRUTHTELLER ” 


The Malaysian Minister of Information. 
Mr. Pritchai Pillai, will pay a return visit 
to Petts Wood on Sunday and speak at 
the foreign mission festival after morning 
service, Mr. Pillai, whose voice was broad- 
cast through the Malayan jungle during 
the fighting with the Communists and be- 
came known as “Mr. Truthteller,” is on an 
official visit to this country. A Lutheran 
lay-preacher, he first came to Petts Wood 


five years ago. An American profess 
W. J. Danker, will preach at morning s 
vice. 

Mrs. E. F. Barker, of 28 Great Thr 
Petts Wood, who is president of the Ex 
lish Lutheran Women’s Guilds, and 
other women members attended a retre 
and rally at Hothorpe Hall, near Rug! 
at the week-end. 

As chairman of the rally, Mrs. Bark 
presented a gift of camping equipment 
Pastor Roger Winger, who is leaving | 
post as pastoral adviser to the Luther 
Women’s Guild. 

After a talk by Mrs. Nagel wife of 
Cambridge professor of theology, t 
women went to Coventry Cathedral, whe 
they held a service in the Chapel of Uni 


Kentish Times 
Friday, 29 May, 1964 


GARDEN PARTY 


Fifty members of the Petts Wood Chur 
attended a garden party at the Parsonas 
Towncourt Crescent, on Saturday. Becay 
of heavy rain, children’s games were orgz 
ised in a spare room of the house and fo 
was barbecued in the garage. In betwe 
showers, a treasure hunt was held in 1 


“How pp I FEEL, Pastor? WELL, FRANKLY, DEPRESSED — YOUR , SERMONS 
ALWAYS LEAVE ME FEELING DISPLEASED WITH MYSELF 


TEN 


\ 


Dateline cartoon 
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n and Mrs. M. Kelly led a sing-song 
e piano-accordian. Mr, E. Hinckley 
Mr. S. Watkins arranged the garden 
, and women members of the Church 
d with the catering. In accordance 
Lutheran practice, the garden party 
ot held as a money-making event. 

e voters’ assembly met on Friday to 
ss the latest development in the build- 
of the new church and to make 
gements for Church services during 


the minister’s holidays. Three elders of the 
Church—Mr. E. Barker of Great Thrift, 
Petts Wood, Mr. S. Watkins of Robin 
Hood Green, St. Mary Cray and Mr. S. 
Bamford of High Street, Orpington 
assigned to be responsible for the districts 
of Petts Wood, St. Mary Cray and Orping 
ton, 


were 


The minister, the Rev. J. Sims, attended 
a conference of Lutheran theologians in 
Kensington this week. 


THE LUTHERAN CHORUS OF SHEBOYAN, U.S.A. 


sday, July 16th, at 8.0 p.m.—St. Pauls Church, 
Sunday, July 19th, at 11 a.m.—St. Andrews Church, South Ruislip. 
lay, July 19th, at 6.30 p.m.—Holy Trinity Church, Tottenham. 


oe lay) Church, Kentish Town, 


Boreham Wood. Saturday, July 18th, at 8.0 p.m.— 


Our Performance for four months February-May 


Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 

KENTISH TOWN £823 £28 851 £1335 
TOTTENHAM 874 25 899 443 
RUISLIP 323 5 328 169 
SUNDERLAND 204 6 210 24 
PETTS WOOD 202 2 204 344 
BOREHAM WOOD 148 3 151 219 
CARDIFF 26 0 26 21 
CAMBRIDGE 95 10 105 2 
HARLOW 38 1 39 10 
PLYMOUTH W 0 WW 86 
EAST KILBRIDE 13 0 13 72 
POLISH LUTHERANS 235 0 235 25 
OTHERS 151 226 377 358 

Grand Total £3143 £306 £3449 £3108 
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THE TRIAL OF 
THE FOX-BISHOP 


A most remarkable 
series of benchends in 
the hilltop Church of St. 
Michael, Brent Knoll, 


Somerset. The wood- « 


carvings, probably the 
satire of the common 
man upon the church 
of his day, are in a very 
conspicuous _— position 
where they can be seen 
by everybody entering 
the church. 


British Lutheran photo 


Lutherans Bac! 
at Cambridge 
After 400 year 


Cambridge, four centuries ago, was 

with the “new Gospel” that a man is: 
faith alone. People crowded the A 
chapel, and theological students cony 
the White Horse Inn, to hear the Engli 
eran minister, Dr. Robert Barnes, pi 
justification by faith in Christ alone. 


The new 35mm colour filmstri 


“The Lutheran Chur 


Comes to Cambridg 


tells the story of the founding in Ca 
of a Lutheran theological training cer 
a Lutheran congregation. In the last 
Westfield House and the Church of th 
rection have been established in Ca 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of | 
The whole story is unfolded in the ni 
strip and script. 


For showing in your congregation, o1 
new filmstrip 


“The Lutheran Church Comes to Cam 


from 
WESTFIELD HOUSE 


28 HUNTINGDON ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 


* 35/- including script and postage 
* $5 for American or Canadian readers 


